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Press Release

The AER at the Johannesburg Summit: Initial reactions and future projects

Ten days of toughnegotiations at expert amablitical level were finalised inJohannesburg
yesterdaywhen worldleaders adopted plan of actionand solemnlyreaffirmed principles for
sustainable development meant to bring about a better planet.

The AER representatives dohannesburdlustrated theassets of &ll implementation of the
principles of subsidiaritypartnership angroximity. By concreteexamples, theyhowed how
regions act in favour of economic, territorial and social cohesion.

Mere hours after his arrival from the Johannesbur@ummit, one of theAER representatives
Mr Thomas Hagg, Councillor form Jamtland (&s willing toshare his first impressiorgith
colleagues - members of the AER.

“The world expected the Johannesburg SunfivisSD) tanakesignificantprogress towards
eradicating povertyand protectingthe environment. lrorder tolive up tothese expectations,
concretemeasurewill be necessary, of cours& implementhe WSSDplan of action”, Mr
Hagg said. He also staté@he Summit raised the awareness of all sectorsoofetyabout the
need for a globatommitment for sustainablievelopmeniThe sense of inevitability provoked
indeed a strong mobilisation tcal and regionalauthorities,non-governmenbrganisations,
the private sector andcivil society. Sustainabledevelopment is not n a question of
environmental protection. It is mainly a mattémpolitical commitment in favour of democracy,
participation and HumanRights. The European regions arendispensable pillars of the
institutional framework and the partnershigtiatives which will implementhe WSSDplan of
action.”

The AER will further developco-operationwith all otheractive regionabindlocal stakeholders
(International Councilfor Local Enviramental Initiatives-ICLEland the newly established
Regional Government Netork for Sustainable Development) as greparation of the
forthcoming AER Interregional Europe&ummit on SustainabBevelopment to be organised
in 2003.
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