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AER NEWS 
 
 
Next meeting of the AER Working group 
on energy, Lillehammer, Oppland (N) 28 
February 2008 
All information concerning this meeting 
reserved to AER members available under:  
http://www.aer.eu/events/regional-policies-
committee/2008/spring-plenary-meeting.html 
 
Conference on climate change and 
renewable energy: “Medium and Small 
Communities facing the Challenge”, 
Rovigo (I) 2 – 4 April 2008 
The AER is a partner in the organisation of 
this event, initiated by ICLEI (Local 
Governments for Sustainability). The 
conference will bring together advanced cities 
and towns that will share with municipalities 
their capacity and experiences about energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, district heating 
and co-generation and other burning issues 
related to climate protection. http://www.iclei-
europe.org/index.php?id=5449 

 
Seminar on Wood Biomass Energy, 
Norrbotten (S) 8-9 June 2008 
The AER Committee 1 seminar on wood and 
biomass-based energy will take place on 8 
and 9 July 2008 in Pitea, Norrbotten (S). This 
event will aim at exploring new opportunities 
offered by wood combustion at regional level. 
During the conference and several 
workshops we will discuss the various 
aspects of wood and biomass technologies 
(black liquor, fuel cell system etc), the 
investments opportunities and their 
environmental, social and economic impact 
as well. For more information, please go to: 
http://www.aer.eu/events/regional-
policies-committee/2008/pitea-wood.html 
 
 
 

 
 

RECENT EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENTS 
 

 
The European Commission unveils its 
Renewable Energy and Climate Change 
package 
On 23rd January, the European Commission 
unveiled a draft Directive on Renewable 
Energies, including biofuels and a draft 
Directive on EU greenhouse gas emission 
allowance trading system. It was proposed 
that the EU reduces its CO2 emissions by 
20% and have renewable energy account for 
20% of total energy production by 2020. 
Biofuels target is set up at 10%. The future of 
nuclear energy is left in the hands of member 
states. 
Member States will be allowed to meet their 
national renewable energy targets using 
green power certificates bought from other 
EU countries under plans being considered 
by the European Commission. The scheme 
could even be extended to countries outside 
the EU. 

The texts are available under: 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/climate_actions/in
dex_en.htm 
An information note on this package will be 
soon available on the AER website under: 
http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/environment-
sustainable-energy.html  
(access restricted to AER members, please log-in 
to download the document) 
 
Tough debate around the European 
Commission’s proposed measures to 
tackle climate change 
Commission plans to introduce a trading 
mechanism for green power certificates have 
been strongly criticised by some Member 
States such as France, Germany and 
Spain, for whom a European trading regime 
is not an acceptable option. Belgium, 
Sweden, Latvia and Austria have serious 
reservations on how the EC plans to 
distribute CO2 reduction targets. 
EU industry commissioner Gunter 
Verheugen reiterated his concerns over the 
commissionÕs plans to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from new cars under which the 
average carbon dioxide emissions of new 
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cars must be reduced to 130 grammes per 
kilometre from 2012.  
The business community argued that 
European companies will be disadvantaged if 
they have to comply with stricter 
environmental rules than their competitors in 
the rest of the world. 
Renewable energy industries consider that 
the measures are too vague and the 
commitment too ambiguous. In the same 
category, environmental associations said 
that the measures are too light and the 
method is not the right one. 
The CommissionÕs own scientific experts 
have expressed doubts on the 10% biofuels 
target. 
 
European Commission and World Energy 
Council discuss the challenges of a 
sustainable energy future 
The European Commission and the World 
Energy Council (WEC) held on 6 February 
2008 a joint seminar, featuring topics ranging 
from Europe's vulnerability in terms of 
security of energy supply to new 
technologies, which will help ensure a 
sustainable energy environment. 
The WECÕs recommendations include the 
promotion of energy efficiency and the market 
for renewable energies, further diversification 
of the energy mix, the re-integration of the 
nuclear option in policy and enhanced policy 
cooperation at European level. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.d
o?reference=IP/08/189&format=HTML&aged
=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=fr 

 

European Commission recognizes 
outstanding sustainable energy projects 
On 29 January 2008, 6 winning projects from 
4 EU Member States - Italy, Austria, Hungary 
and France - were awarded trophies at the 
Sustainable Energy Europe Awards 
ceremony taking place under the umbrella of 
the second European Sustainable Energy 
Week. The European Commission initiative 
aims to raise public awareness on the use of 
renewable energy sources and energy-
efficient methods. The winners were awarded 
for the exceptional work they have already 
accomplished and for the commitment they 
have made to a sustainable future. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.d
o?reference=IP/08/104&format=HTML&aged
=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=fr 

 

“How Green is Your Building?”, the recent 
UK survey on the real estate industry gas 
emissions. 
The real estate industry is a major user of 
natural resources and thus, has one of the 
largest carbon footprints of any industry 
sector.  In fact, a recent report released in the 
United Kingdom and produced by property 
advisors GVA Grimley, assessed the carbon 
footprints of the countryÕs 10 largest cities 
based on total overall commercial space. This 
illuminating report shows a growing 
awareness among the real estate sector 
about the issues such as sustainability and 
renewable energy sources.  

For more information, see under: 
http://arnoharris.typepad.com/cleanenergyfut
ure/2008/02/how-green-is-yo.html 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
 
Energy in Central and Eastern Europe, 
Prague, 26 – 27 Feb. 2008 
Now in its 5th year, this conference is 
renowned for bringing together key speakers 
and industry professionals to explore and 
debate the future challenges to be faced in a 
liberalised energy market. 
http://www.marketforce.eu.com/energycee/ 
 
4th Annual Brussels Climate Change 
Conference, Brussels, 26/27 Feb. 2008 
This yearÕs event will focus upon EU and 
global issues relating to climate change such 
as: progress of the EU integrated energy and 
climate package, burden-sharing of 
renewable energy technologiesÕ cost, EU 
Emissions Trading Review and transport. If 
you wish to be kept informed about this 
event, please see: 
http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summar
y.aspx?e=cfd208ee-edfd-4763-abe5-
f28dd0de99d4.  
For any further inquiries, you can also 
contact: James Wilmott, Managing Director: 
jwilmott@epsilonevents.com;  
Tel. +44 (0) 2920 894 757 
 
World Sustainable Energy Days: 5-7 
March 2008, Wels/Austria 
The European Energy Efficiency Conference 
includes the following events:  
 - Seminar on "Efficient Procurement" (5/03) 
-  Session on European and global energy 
efficiency policies (6/03) 
- Roundtable on energy-efficient buildings 
(6/03) 
- Electricity Efficiency Conference (6/03) 
- Efficient Lighting Conference (7/03) 
The annual World Sustainable Energy 
Days offer a number of other high-profile 
events, including the  conference on 
"Renewable Heating and Cooling", the 
"European Pellets-Forum", the seminar 
"Future Energy Technologies" and a day of 
technical site-visits. The conference is held in 
parallel to the "Energiesparmesse", an 
exhibition and trade show dedicated to 
renewable energy sources and energy 
efficiency with nearly 100,000 visitors every 
year.  All information on:  
http://www.wsed.at/wsed/index.php?id=217&
L=1  

 
Renewable energy: Trade fair and 
Conference, Stuttgart (D), 7-9 March 2008 
This event will deal with current technologies 
and prospective issues. A forum will allow 
international companies to present their 
products, services and innovations. The trade 
fair and conference will cover a large range of 
renewable energy and energy efficient 
building and renovation sectors. 
http://www.cep-expo.com 
 
EWEC 2008 – European Wind Energy 
Conference & Exhibition, Brussels, 31 
March - 3 April 2008 
The 2008 wind energy conference will attract 
over 4,000 professional visitors and political 
delegations from 70 countries. Visitors 
represent all relevant parts of the decision 
making chain - engineers, purchasers, 
analysts, political representativesÉ This 
event covers all aspects of the wind market, 
giving unparalleled access to business 
contacts and unique networking 
opportunities. http://www.ewec2008.info/ 
 
14th Group Exhibit Hydrogen and Fuel 
Cells, Hannover Messe 2008, 21 – 25 April 
2008 
Around 150 companies and institutions from 
around the globe will be showcasing the full 
spectrum of hydrogen, fuel cell-related 
products and services at the world's leading 
technology event. Hannover fair offers a large 
spectrum of events such as forum interviews, 
networking evenings and meeting points 
during which exhibitors can easily and 
effectively do business with their potential 
customers. For more details on the event, 
see under: http://www.fair-pr.com/ 
 
Advances in Dutch Hydrogen and Fuel 
Cell Research, Petten (Netherlands), 22 
May 2008 
This conference, organised by SenterNovem 
and Energy Research Centre (ECN), 
presents the advances in Dutch fundamental 
hydrogen and fuel cell research. The aim of 
the conference is to provide a forum to 
current research results and exchange 
knowledge and new ideas.  
http://e-fuelcells.org/events/event/2008-
05/Advances-in-Dutch-Hydrogen-and-F 
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16th European Biomass Conference, 
Valencia (ES), 2-6 June 2008-02-18 
Over 2,000 participants from over 80 
countries are expected to attend this event. 
The exhibition, taking place in parallel with 
the Conference will feature the foremost 
companies and state-of-the-art products in 
the biomass industries. Scientists, suppliers, 
applicants, funding bodies and decision 
makers are all invited to Spain, a country that 
has recognised the importance of renewable 
energy and is promoting it on a large scale, 
having fully committed to the generation of 
clean energy and the reduction of CO2 
emissions. For more information: 
http://www.conference-
biomass.com/index.htm   
 
Energex, Vienna, (A), 6-12 June 2008 
This congress will present technical, 
economic and social analyses of energy 
systems. Security of supply, production, 

distribution, consumption and energy 
efficiency for all forms of energy are 
integrated within the technical and plenary 
sessions. These features add to the highway 
of information for scientists, engineers, 
industrialists and policy makers thus 
providing up-to-date global information on 
energy systems.  
http://www.energex2008.com  
 
International Conference and Trade Fair 
on Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies, 
Hamburg, 22 – 23 October 2008 
During this event, recognized experts and 
academicians from Germany and other 
countries from and outside Europe will 
present the latest achievements in the field of 
hydrogen and fuel cell technologies. For the 
full programme of the event, go to: 
http://www.h2expo.de 
 
 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS & RESEARCH PROJECTS ON ENERGY
 
The EC Joint Research Centre unveils a 
study questioning the EU’s biofuels 
strategy 
A working document indicates that the cost of 
biofuels is overarching the benefits. The 10% 
objective will cost between 33 and 65 
billion !.  This paper is quite embarrassing for 
the European Commission, which has just 
unveiled its legislative proposals including 
biofuels. More information under:  
http://ies.jrc.cec.eu.int/522.html  
 
“Renewing energy production in Europe” 
by the Robert Schuman Foundation 
The Robert Schuman Foundation has just 
published a new "Note" by Antoine Pellion 
entitled "Renewing energy production in 
Europe: an environmental, industrial and 
political challenge". This work attempts to 
explain how to create a real European energy 
market in order to guarantee security supply 
and to overcome global warming-related 
issues in Europe. The paper is available on-
line in French and in English (PDF format). 
http://www.robert-
schuman.eu/notes.php?num=43 
 
World Energy Outlook 2007 
The annual World Energy Outlook is the 
leading source for medium to long-term 
energy market projections and analysis and 

has achieved widespread international 
recognition. The 2007 edition focuses on the 
necessary co-operation with China and India 
in order to address global energy challenges. 
http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/ 
 
Oil Supply Security, Emergency Response 
of IEA Countries, International Energy 
Agency 
The document analyses the emergency 
response mechanisms across the IEA 
member countries in order to ensure that they 
stay ready to respond effectively to oil supply 
disruptions. This publication also includes 
overviews of how China, India and countries 
of Southeast Asia are progressing with 
domestic policies to improve oil supply 
security, based on emergency stocks. 
http://www.iea.org/w/bookshop/add.aspx?id=
322 
 
“New energy challenges in Europe” by 
Maïté Jauréguy-Naudin , the “Tribune”, 28 
January 2008 
Supply security, competitiveness and the fight 
against climate change constitute three main 
axes of the European energy policy.  Some 
other ambitious objectives have been 
recently added by the UE to these somewhat 
very contradictory goals. Is the EU really able 
to increase its share of renewable energies 
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up to 20%? Is it realistic to diminish our 
carbon dioxide global emission by 20% in 
comparison to the 1990 level in the coming 
years?  Published by the Tribune on 28 
January 2008, the article ÒNew energy 
challenges in EuropeÓ tends to evaluate the 
accuracy of the EU energy policy and provide 
some answers to the above questions.  
http://www.ifri.org/frontDispatcher/ifri/publicati
ons/articles_1036502931790/publi_P_art_ma
ite_la_tribune__________1201685645746   
(available in French only) 
 
 
“Ownership Unbundling in Energy 
Markets – An overview of a heated debate 
in Europe”, Susanne Nies, "Gouvernance 
Européenne et Géopolitique de l'Énergie", 
Ifri, Brussels. 
ÒUnbundlingÓ, a technical notion since its 
origin, has entered into the vocabulary of a 
broader public. Applying to telecoms, and 
railways as well and realized there already, it 
is today subject to important intra-European 
polemics in energy markets. After presenting 
the current state of the CommissionsÕ project, 
as well as the decisions to be taken in 2008 
on the so-called Òthird legislative packageÓ, 
the pro - and con arguments will be the main 
focus of this editorial. 
http://www.ifri.org/frontDispatcher/ifri/publicati
ons/publications_en_ligne_1044623469287/p
ubli_P_publi_energie_edito_jan___12011908
43258 
 
ÒEnergy in Ireland: context, strategy and 
research”, Nicolas Saintherant, 
Christophe Lerouge, Anne Welcker – 
Science and Technology Service French 
Embassy in Ireland, Dublin, January 2008  
 
Irish energy policy is set up on the basis of 
multi-annual strategic plans. The quick 
analysis of these documents shows that 
security of supply and energy low prices have 

remained for several years the most 
important objectives of Irish government. In 
the period 2007 Ð 2013, 8,5 billion Euros are 
planned for overhauling existing electricity 
and oil supply infrastructure and for 
developing renewable energy sector. This 
report will give you a detailed overview of the 
Irsih National Climate Change and Energy 
Strategy 2007-2013 and the main countryÕs 
stakeholdersÕ achievements.   
http://www.bulletins-
electroniques.com/rapports/smm08_001.htm 
 
World Energy Council’s study on Europe's 
vulnerability to energy crisis 
  
This regional report was launched at a press 
event in Brussels on 6 February 2008. The 
study examines a range of risks that can lead 
to energy crises and recommends risk 
mitigation strategies to policy-makers and 
market-players. The full report is available for 
download in PDF format at: 
http://www.worldenergy.org/publications/1231
.asp 
 
EurObserv’ER 2007 Barometer 
The EurObserv'ER barometer is a European 
project co-funded by the Intelligent Energy 
Europe Programme, which measures the 
progress of renewable energy sources in 
each Member State of the European Union, 
on the basis of economic and energetic 
indicators regularly published in the press. 
The EurobservÕER barometer groups together 
ObservÕER (France), EUREC Agency, EREC, 
EUFORES and Jozef Stefan Institute 
(Slovenia). The Overview barometer 2007 
reviews renewable energy development in 
each of the Member States of the EU-25.  
http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-
projects/eurobserver.html  
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