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AER NEWS

Outcomes of the AER working group on
Energy, Lillehammer, 28 February 2008

The latest working group meeting took place in
Oppland (N) on the occasion of Committee 1
plenary meeting. The main issues discussed
were: (1) the upcoming seminar to be held in
Norrbotten in June (2) the situations and
prospects for Oppland and more generally
Norway, in the field of energy savings, energy
independence and renewable energies (3) the
AER google energy forum and its potential use for
exchanges of best practices and discussions.
http://www.aer.eu/fileadmin/user upload/Commiss
ions/RegionalPolicies/EventsAndMeetings/2008/Li
llehammer/GB-DraftMinutes-NRJ.doc

AER Energy Forum

Following AER members’ requests, we are glad to
welcome you that the AER Energy forum is now
online. We intend to make it a useful tool for
communication and exchanges between all of
you. Please, feel free to use that space for your
discussions, questions, comments, remarks or
suggestions on the AER work in the field of
energy.

You can also share key documents to support
your debates. This space is yours, please do not
hesitate to make full use of it !

To register, please contact Estelle Delangle
(e.delangle(a)aer.eu). When you are registered,
the direct link to the forum is:
http://groups.google.fr/group/aer-energy?hi=fr

Seminar on Wood Biomass
Norrbotten (S) 8-9 June 2008

The AER Committee 1 seminar on wood and
biomass-based energy will take place on 8 and 9
July 2008 in Pitea, Norrbotten (S). This event will
aim at exploring new opportunities offered by
wood combustion at regional level. During the
conference and several workshops we will discuss
the various aspects of wood and biomass
technologies (black liquor, fuel cell system etc),
the investments opportunities and their
environmental, social and economic impact as
well. For more information, please go to:
http://www.aer.eu/events/regional-policies-
committee/2008/pitea-wood.html

Energy,

Energasa, Montpellier, Languedoc-Roussillon
(F), 10-12 December 2008

The 2™ edition of the International Renewable
Energy Fair will build on the success of the 2007
experience (9500 professional visitors, from 63
countries, 1500 participants in the Conferences...)
and will focus on its specific features as the main
energy business and exchange forum in the
Mediterranean area. More information on:
http://www.energaia-expo.com/

RECENT EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENTS

Shell@ 2008 Energy Scenarios to 2050
(07/04/2008)

The global energy group has designed 2
scenarios for future energy stakes: a most
pessimistic “scramble” scenario and a more
optimistic “blueprint” scenario. In the latter, Shell
is calling for greater global cooperation between
governments and the private sector.

Source: Euractiv
http://www.euractiv.com/en/energy/shell-backs-
carbon-pricing-2050-energy-scenario/article-
171435EUROACTIV

European Environmental Press Award 2008 -
CEnvironmental Innovation for EuropeO

The Environmental European Press (EEP) Award
2008 - Innovation for Europe is being organized in
collaboration with the French environmental fair
Pollutec and, endorsed by the EFAEP
association. The purpose of the Award is to
recognise the efforts of European companies that
are improving the environment with their
innovative environmental technologies.
http://www.eep.org/eep-award.htm

European initiative on hydrogen

European Research Ministers have approved a
regulation creating a long-term public-private
partnership in the field of research on hydrogen
and fuel cells.
http://www.eu2008.si/en/News_and_Documents/P
ress_Releases/February/0225MVZT_COMPET.ht
ml

European Parliament prepares a report on the
EC proposed Directive on Renewable energy
The rapporteur will be Luxembourg Green MEP
Claude Turmes. He will report on the proposed
EU Directive on the promotion of the use of
energy from renewable sources. The MEP should
raise doubts about the “guarantee of origin™s
workability, positively welcome the national
targets proposed by the Commission... More
information on:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story
page/051-25223-092-04-14-909-
20080331ST0O25142-2008-01-04-
2008/default_en.htm




EU Member States call for stricter biofuel
standards

A number of member states will require
sustainability criteria to be attributed to biofuels
coming from agricultural crops. The aim is to
avoid negative environmental effects linked to a
potential massive production.

More information on:
http://www.biofuelsmedia.com/news _link.php?new
=82

Intelligent Energy Europe Call for proposals
The call for proposals was published on 12/03/08,
opening this year's application period for IEE
funding. €45 million are available to co-finance
European projects for promoting energy
efficiency, RES and setting up local or regional
energy agencies. Any public or private
organisation from the EU, Iceland, Norway,
Liechtenstein and Croatia can apply. Projects
must have at least 3 partner organisations from 3
countries.
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/call_for_prop
osals/index_en.htm

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Green Energy Conference, Tipperary (IE),
19-20 May 2008

This event is organised by Tipperary Energy
Agency on the occasion of its 10th
anniversary. The Conference speakers will
provide information oncovers energy
efficiency, RES, project finance and
integration. The Seminars  will allow
participants to engage in further discussion
on specific topics. Click here for the
programme. The Workshops will allow
participants get involved in detailed
assessment of district heating and feasibility
studies.

More information and full programme
available at:

http://www.tea.ie/conference_2008

International  Conference: Renewable
Energy in Islands: markets for the future -
28-29 May 2008

The objective of the Renewable Energy
Islands Conference is to make a leap forward
in island strategy, comparing already

consolidated experiences with the state of the
art available technology and the new arising
needs, to strengthen RET market in island
territories as a basic strategic line of
European islands’ demand.
http://www.islandsonline.org/restmac.htm

16" European Biomass Conference,
Valencia (ES), 2-6 June 2008

Over 2,000 participants from over 80
countries are expected to attend this event.
The exhibition, taking place in parallel with
the Conference will feature the foremost
companies and state-of-the-art products in
the biomass industries. Scientists, suppliers,
applicants, funding bodies and decision
makers are all invited to Spain, a country that
has recognised the importance of renewable
energy and is promoting it on a large scale,
having fully committed to the generation of
clean energy and the reduction of CO2
emissions. For more information:
http://www.conference-biomass.com/index.htm

PUBLICATIONS & RESEARCH PROJECTS ON ENERGY

Project proposal in the framework of FP7
Capacities: Peer reviews for Developing
an appropriate regional policy mix for
Energy R&D

Meeting of potential partner regions 28 April
2008, 13:30 -17:30 (venue: House of the
Dutch Provinces, Aduatukersstraat/Rue des
Aduatiques 71-75, B-1040 Brussel)

More information upon request to:

Anja RUHLAND, Funding Coordinator,
a.ruhland(a)aer.eu

The EAST-GSR project: Promoting a
quality approach for large-scale solar
thermal systems (ALTENER Programme)
The EAST-GSR project, co-financed by the
European Commission in the framework of
the ALTENER Programme, aims at
supporting the emergence of a sustainable
solar thermal market in Bulgaria, Poland,
Romania, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia,
taking advantage of the Guaranteed Solar
Results (GSR) quality approach.



The project has come to the end of the first
phase which included monitoring existing
methodologies and adapting the GSR quality
approach to the national specificities. The
partners will now focus on promoting and
demonstrating the effectiveness of the
methodology. Local authorities are
particularly targeted since the GRS system is
best suited for large solar installations most
often available in public buildings (social
housing, hospital, sports centres, etc.)

More information under: www.solareast-gsr.net

Background paper by the EU Slovenian
Presidency on CForest Biodiversity as a
Challenge and an Opportunity for Climate
Change Adaptation and MitigationO

In the context of the Informal Meeting of
Environment Ministers that took place in Brdo
from 11 to 13 April 2008, the Slovene
Presidency of the EU released a paper on the
need to make progress in deploying criteria
for the sustainable use of forest biomass in
Europe and to promote forest biodiversity as
an important issue in environmental
sustainability.

This document addressed the issue of
greater synergies between climate change
and biodiversity policies ; implications of
increased use of wood for energy ; the
dangers for biodiversity implied by the
production of second-generation biofuels
from forest biomass.

Document available under :
http://www.aer.eu/fileadmin/user _upload/Mainlssu
es/Environment/2008/SL-Pcy-ForestDiversity-CC-

background.pdf

EICTA Report on "High Tech: Low Carbon
-Bbrhe role of the European digital
technology industry in tackling climate
change" (08/04/2008)

The EICTA is the body representing the ICT
industries to the European Union. They have
released a detailed report explaining how
digital technology can contribute to transform
a large panel of activities in Europe into
cleaner ways of working and living. More
information under:
http://www.eicta.org/index.php?id=32&id_article=2
23

European Countryside Movement
publishes: (Bio energy and rural
areas : what about multi-functi onality 20
This is the outcome of the seminar organised
by the European Countryside Movement on 7
December 2007 in  Brussels. More
information on:
http://www.ruraleurope.org/MER/DD10/pgdd10-
E.html

European Policy Forum Working paper on
GGain  without pain: towards a more
rational use of energyO

This paper was drafted by Marie-Héléne
Fandel and Fabian Zuleeg (European Policy
Centre) and argues insufficient attention is
being paid at EU level on the potential of
improving energy efficiency and explored
possible policy tools to better address this
issue. Paper available at:
http://www.epc.eu/TEWN/pdf/657031332 EPC %2
0Working%20Paper%2029%20Gain%20without%
20pain.pdf

Outcome of ERECB Renewable Energy
Sources Workshop (30-01-2008)
Co-organised by the European Commission
and the European Renewable Energy
Council (EREC), this workshop was an
occasion to discuss the draft Renewable
Energy Framework Directive and gathered
more than 600 policy makers at the local,
national and European level.

Presentations and video recording available
at: http://www.erec.org/calendar-of-events/event-
sites/workshop.html
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