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AER Reflection group on the EU cohesion policy post-2013

Terms of Reference and working methodologies

The aim of this reflection group is to foresee, prepare, draft and finalise a White Paper on
how the EU cohesion policy could look like after 2013, according to a series of different
possible scenarios defined by the group, on the basis of current EU developments.

Key questions to be raised and possible scenarios to discuss with the group:

The different scenarios will be essentially analysed from an economic perspective. EU
possible developments in the coming years, such as further enlargements, including
Turkey, budgetary decisions, economic growthÉ will be the main factors that will influence
the future decisions to be made by the EU concerning its redistribution policy.

However, other developments such as the adoption or not of a new constitutional treaty,
the content of this treaty, national political elections, but also the achievement or not of the
Territorial Agenda are political developments that will also have an important role in the
future designing of cohesion policy.

From these economic and political prospective analyses, it will then be possible to shape
possible scenarios and for each scenario, to propose a vision of what could cohesion policy
look like after 2013.

A series of key questions can nevertheless be proposed to guide the discussion, whatever
the scenario for the future is, i.e.:

- Can the current cohesion policy model - as designed in 1988 and not deeply
reformed since then Ð remain the main pattern for redistribution in an EU-27 (maybe
more) in a very different economic and political context in most member states?

- Beyond the specific issue of redistribution, how can a bottom-up approach to
economic development be maintained and improved outside cohesion policy? Can
the Territorial Agenda, and its objective to mainstream a regional approach in every
key EU policies, be an effective answer?

- What is the link between choices made for a future cohesion policy and the political
future of the EU?

Steps already taken:
- Call for interest sent out to all AER members to encourage them to take part in this

reflection group. The deadline for answering this call for interest was 19th February
2007.

- Prof. J. BACHTLER, University of Strathclyde (Glasgow, UK) was already contacted
by the AER secretariat concerning a possible participation in this group, as an
external expert. Prof. BACHTLER took part in an AER Conference on cohesion
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policy an is an acknowledged expert in this field. He expressed his interest and will
confirm his involvement when he receives more information on the purpose of the
group and the work requested. Prof. BACHTLER will be asked to formulate different
possible economic and political scenarios that could affect the way the EU will
approach cohesion policy after 2013.

Members of the reflection group:
There should be 6 regions, from EU member countries. These regions should be as
geographically representative as possible. The role of these regions will be to appoint one
or two persons who will be in charge of drafting a short paper on the vision they have for a
future EU cohesion policy post-2013, in the framework of a certain scenario defined in
advance. These representatives will be expected to take part in the three planned meetings
and to produce the requested paper within the deadline that the group will set up.

Work schedule:
- Spring 2007: 1st meeting to design the overall shape of the document and attribute

the chapters to each participating region.
- Autumn 2007: Catch up on the documentÕs progress and coordinate a first draft

version to be presented in the AER General Assembly 2007 in Friuli Venezia Giulia.
- December-January 2008: Last coordination meeting and finalisation of the White

Paper.

Working methodology:
- Online forum to allow an interactive cooperation between the members of the group

and a participation of other regions in the overall reflection on the future of cohesion
policy after 2013. This forum would inform the visitor on the objectives, working
methodology and future outcomes of the group. It could also give an opportunity to
contribute to the reflection work via online questionnaires/forms or just questions
asked on the forum. There could also be a restricted access for the members of the
group for their internal communication. This forum would be animated by the AER
Committee 1 secretariat.

- Organisation of 3 meetings of the reflection group, to discuss and coordinate the
content of the White Paper. The meeting venue could be Brussels or Strasbourg,
according to the possible travel arrangements of the members of the group.

Draft budget outline:

AER staff + External expert To be covered by the AERTravel expenses
Members of the group To be covered by the

members of the group
Publication costs Paper publication in 1500

copies.
To be covered by the AER*

Translation costs Initial paper in English, to be
translated into French and into
German if budget available

To be covered by the AER*

* Funding opportunities: AER Secretariat to inquire about (with the support of the members
of the group)

AER Secretariat, Strasbourg, 21st February 2007


