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First AER recommendati ons on cohesi on policy post 2013 
 

 
In order to develop Europe, including its economy, we need to release the potential, good 
will, energy, know-how and creativity of all citizens. Regions are already implementing EU 
policies that are relevant for citizens and they have the capacity to engage their citizens 
in the development of their regions and of Europe. The diversity of Europe and its regions 
is a strength in the global context. Further cooperation and internationalisation of regions 
will benefit the whole of Europe.  
 
The AER politi cal  Bureau, at its meeting on 7 September in Istanbul (TR), 
 
In view of the forthcoming 4th EU Forum on Cohesion (27-28 September 2007), 
 
Adopted the followi ng fi rst recommendations and proposals on EU regional policy 
post-2013: 

First Recommendati ons 
 

1- A European Union regional policy is essential. Globalisation and integration of 
the EU market have increased economic and social pressures on all Member 
States and their respective regions. Challenges such as unemployment, 
delocalisation, demographic change, exclusion, or climate change, can only be 
addressed efficiently if they are tackled at European level. EU regional policy is a 
key instrument which helps Regions to address these questions in a sustainable 
way. Indeed, by providing the necessary financial leverage for large infrastructure 
projects such as trans-European networks, by focusing on fields with high 
potential for growth (Lisbon agenda), and addressing the Gothenburg agenda, EU 
regional policy helps to improve the competitive advantages of all Regions on a 
European and global scale.  

2- Future EU regional policy needs to pay increased attention to the ter ritorial 
dimensi on, in order to help the creation of a balanced and sustainable 
community area. To this end, this policy must empower the Regions, which are 
the building blocks of a polycentric community space, and the best level of 
governance to define and implement tailor-made, and thus efficient, regional 
policies. This places certain requirements upon the Regions, in particular: 

a. Foresight, management and coordination skills. Financial support for 
technical assistance must be available to the regions and, more generally 
speaking, capacity building of regional civil servants and politicians should 
be a priority of future EU regional policy. 

b. A political capacity of initiative. Democratically-elected regional politicians 
must be able to have their say in the management of EU funds.  

3- EU regional policy post 2013 must focus on ter ritorial cooperati on and 
networks wi th high EU added val ue, to ensure that the goals of the EU (Lisbon, 
Gothenburg) are achieved in all European regions and thus contribute to the 
competitiveness of the entire Union. In this context, Member States must 
implement the legislation required to enable European Groupings of Territorial 



www.a-e-r.org 

- 2 - 

 

 
 

 

Cooperation (EGTC) to be created. Moreover, EU regional policy, in particular its 
territorial cooperation strand, should be related to the UnionÕs Neighbourhood 
Policy, to ensure the distribution of best practices beyond the borders of the EU.  

4- In order to ensure opti mal  investment and increase its effi ci ency, there is a 
need for increased synergy between future EU regional policy and other 
community policies:  

a. A regional dimension should be incorporated throughout the entire 
community budget, notably in the European Social Fund and in the 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. This would enable 
tailor-made approaches, which address the real problems faced by the 
regions, in key areas such as employment, or rural development, in 
particular.  

b. All Regions should benefit from EU funding, with varying levels of intensity. 
Criteria other than GDP per capita should be considered when allocating 
structural funds, in order to ensure coherence with other funds and EU 
policies, in particular with EU regional state aid policy. These could include 
employment rates, migration rates, wage levels, geographical and 
demographic disadvantages (outermost regions, sparsely populated areas 
or mountainous areas) or past successes with the development of the 
region.  

 
Proposal s 

 
The AER intends to play a leading role in promoting a fair and effective regional policy.  
On the basis of its expertise, acquired over more than 20 years, its extensive 
membership (including 260 regions from 31 countries of Europe, making it the largest 
interregional organisation in Europe), its political independence, and its proximity to the 
general public, the AER proposes the following lines of acti on: 
 

- Cooperati on wi th DG Regio on studies aiming to assess the 
effectiveness of current regional policy, and any problems related to its 
implementation and impact.  

- The cr eati on of a forum and obser vatory for the diff usion of best 
practi ces in regional policies and regional excellence. The AER could 
lead this initiative  

- The parti ci pation of the AER in networks that can help the wide 
distribution of regional best practices, specifically beyond the borders of 
the EU, and to the general public.  

- EU support for initiati ves aimed at tr aining regional authorities in the 
management of funds and community projects, such as the Training 
Academy recently created by the AER 

 
These recommendations are the first step in the AER deliberations on future cohesion 
policy. Committee 1 Reflection Group on cohesion policy will transmit these 
recommendations to the competent national and Community authorities as well as to 
politicians from all Regions. It will contact the Directorate General of regional policy (DG 
Regio) for a more detailed discussion of the possible joint implementation of the above 
lines of action.  
 
  


